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The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance’s (CVSA) International Roadcheck will take place June 4-6. Over
that 72-hour period, commercial motor vehicle inspectors in jurisdictions throughout North America will
conduct inspections on commercial motor vehicles and drivers.

Just to put the three-day safety blitz into perspective, last year state and federal officials conducted 67,603
roadside inspections. Of the Level 1 inspections resulted in 21.6% of the vehicles being placed out of
service and almost 4% of the driver. Of those drivers placed out of service, nearly half were for violations
of driver hours of service

While checking vehicle compliance is always part of the North American Standard Inspection Program, this
year CVSA is highlighting steering components and suspension systems this year as a reminder of their
importance to highway safety.

During International Roadcheck, CVSA-certified inspectors will primarily conduct the North American
Standard Level 1 Inspections, a 37-step procedure that includes an examination of driver operating
requirements and vehicle mechanical fitness. Inspectors may opt to conduct the Level II Walk-Around
Driver/Vehicle Inspection, Level III Driver/Credential/Administrative Inspection or Level V Vehicle-Only
Inspection.

The vehicle inspection includes checking critical inspection items such as: brake systems; cargo
securement; coupling devices; driveline/driveshaft; driver’'s seat (missing); exhaust systems; frames; fuel
systems; lighting devices (headlamps, tail lamps, stop lamps, turn signals and lamps/flags on projecting
loads); steering mechanisms; suspensions; tires; van and open-top trailer bodies; wheels, rims and hubs;
windshield wipers.

Drivers will be required to provide their driver’s license (operating credentials), Medical Examiner’s
Certificate and Skill Performance Evaluation Certificate (if applicable), driver’s record of duty status and
vehicle inspection report(s) (if applicable). Inspectors will also check drivers for seat belt usage, sickness,
fatigue and apparent alcohol and/or drug impairment.

If no critical vehicle inspection item violations are found during a Level I or Level V Inspection, a CVSA
decal will be applied to the vehicle, indicating that the vehicle successfully passed a decal-eligible inspection
conducted by a CVSA-certified inspector; however, when a rear impact guard is required and violations are
present, a CVSA decal shall not be issued.

If an inspector does identify critical vehicle inspection item violations, he or she may render the vehicle out
of service if the condition meets the North American Standard Out-of-Service Criteria. This means the
vehicle cannot be operated until the vehicle violation(s) are corrected. A driver can also be placed out of
service for driver credential-related issues or driver conditions, such as fatigue or impairment.

International Roadcheck is the largest targeted enforcement program on commercial motor vehicles in the
world, with around 17 trucks and buses inspected, on average, every minute in Canada, the United States
and Mexico during a 72-hour period. Since its inception in 1988, more than 1.6 million roadside inspections
have been conducted during International Roadcheck campaigns.

The NPTC Monthly Driver Safety Letter, jointly sponsored by NPTC and CPC Logistics, Inc., is a Microsoft Word document that you can
print out and post as is, if appropriate, or modify any way you wish to make it a better fit for your drivers, including adding your
company logo. If you are already doing an in-house letter, you may find information here that you can cut and paste into your own
letter. If you are interested in specific subjects, or have any comments/feedback, contact Tom Moore, CTP, at tmoore@nptc.org or
(703)838-8898.
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